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As spring arrives, so does our annual election of
officers. Phil Wicklein is in the process of putting
together a slate of officers to present to the
membership at the May meeting. The election of
officers will be held at the June meeting and the
elected officers sworn in at the July meeting. | hope
that we will be able to have a full slate of officers,
especially as we have not had an Adjutant in 2009-
2010. If you would like to serve as an officer please
contact Phil Wicklein and let him know. 1 urge all
of our members to attend the May and June
meetings to participate in this important event. Even
if you do not want to participate as an officer your
presence is encouraging for those who have chosen
to run. Remember, our detachment is only as strong
as our membership.

Election of officers

New officers will be elected at the regular meeting
June 16. If you feel you can contribute to the
detachment, please consider running for office.
Nominations for all offices, including trustee, remain
open. If interested, call Phil Wicklein at 847-392-7688.
Nomination will also be accepted from the floor until
just before votes are taken at the June 16 meeting.

In order to vote for new officers, you must be a
member in good standing (dues paid up) of the
Northwest Suburban Detachment, and must be present at
the June 16 meeting.

There is no absentee voting. You do not have to be
present at the June 16 meeting in order to be elected to
office, but you cannot cast a ballot, for yourself or
anyone else, unless you are present at that meeting.

K-Bar and cake, which are presented by the
detachment to new Eagle Scouts at Courts of
Honor.

Eagle Scout program

On May 2 five detachment members participated in
an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Brian H. Park of
Troop 461, Inverness. The ceremony took place at Holy
Family Parish Center, Inverness. It was the 16" Court of
Honor in which the detachment has participated since
joining the Marine Corps League’s Eagle Scout Program
last November. Brian is a senior at Fremd High School
and will enter the University of lowa in the fall.

The next Court of Honor is scheduled for 1400 hours
on Sunday, May 30 for new Eagle Scout William
Walker of Troop 95. The ceremony will take place at the
First Presbyterian Church, 302 N. Dunton, Arlington
Heights.

At each Court of Honor, the detachment presents the
new Eagle Scout with a certificate of achievement
signed by the Commandant of the Marine Corps, and

(Continued on page 5)




Detachment officers

Commandant:  Bob Sturlini  847-259-1730
Sr. Vice: Dick Ohman 847-817-8477
Jr. Vice: Fred Foy 847-577-1337

Judge Advocate: Dick Whitney 847-253-7077

Paymaster: Chuck Shields 847-398-2316

Adjutant: Vacant

Sgt-at-Arms: John McDermott 847-253-3258

Chaplain: George Westwood 847-670-0232

Quartermaster: Al Kolodziej 847-827-9321
Trustees

Past Commandant Jake Gallagher 847-692-4797

Woody Hughes 847-537-4559
George Westwood 847-670-0232
Ken Parrish 847-541-0981
Jim Murray 847-392-3410

Dispatches editor: Fred Foy
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The Detachment meets at Merle Guild Post 208,
American Legion, 121 N. Douglas Ave. at Miner
Street, Arlington Heights. General meetings begin
at 1930 on the 3" Wednesday of each month. Staff
meetings begin at 1900 on the 1** Monday of each
month. All members are welcome to attend staff
meetings, but only staff members may cast votes.

Flag donation days

The season’s first flag donation will be from 0800 to
1600 Saturday & Sunday May 29 & 30 at the Rolling
Meadows Wall-Mart. Others are scheduled for Saturday
June 12 at the Palatine Wall-Mart and Saturday July 3 at
the Elk Grove Village Wall-Mart. Dates of additional
flag donation days will be announced.

Flag donations are our principal means of raising
funds, and are especially important in today’s tough
economic climate, when charitable giving is down across
the board. Also, a change in Wall-Mart corporate policy
is making fundraising more difficult this year. Managers
of individual Wall-Mart stores are now permitted to
decide whether to allow flag donation days at their
stores, and have already turned down requests for flag
donations at the Wheeling and Niles Wall-Mart stores.
Whether the detachment is able to make an additional
contribution to the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund may
depend on the success of flag donations. The detachment
contributed $1,000 to the Fund in March, and voted to
consider a second contribution later in the year if funds
become available. Please consider volunteering at least a
few hours of your time at a flag donation.

A letter of thanks

The detachment has received the following
letter from Mrs. Theresa Tzakis, the wife of
long-time detachment member and chaplain
Sam H. Tzakis, who died in February:

Commandant Robert Sturlini,

Words cannot convey our appreciation for the
honorary memorial services you and the League
conducted on our fami/|l
father, brother and husband, Sam H. Tzakis.

The address delivered at the wake by Conrad
Pawlowski was touching and will long be
remembered by all of us. The rose presentation by
all the League members was beautiful. The taps
played were haunting and unforgettable.

We know that Sam would have appreciated the
care and love that went into this service.

Following the religious service, the Marines at
the grave site firing their guns and presenting the
flag to the family were heartfelt. We shall cherish
this flag forever in his memory.

We wish to thank all League members who
participated in this beautiful tribute, who took the
time to say good bye at the wake and funeral
service.

Please accept our heartfelt thanks for all the
League has done on San

We will always remember your kindness at our
time of deep sorrow. God bless you all.

Sincerely,
Theresa Tzakis and family

Chaplain’s report

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers these
detachment members:

Former Commandant Larry Woodfield, who has lost
part of a foot to diabetes, and who is undergoing dialysis
twice a week.

Jim Tzakis, who has been hospitalized with heart
problems. Jim is the brother of the late Sam Tzakis,
longtime detachment chaplain, who died in March.

Jim Gottmann, who has returned to work after being
hospitalized for heart problems.

If you know of any detachment members or members
of their families who are ill, please inform Chaplain
George Westwood.




Memorial Day Parade

The Arlington Heights Memorial Day Parade is
scheduled for Monday, May 31. Meet at the
Arlington Heights American Legion at 0830.

Uniform of the day: red shirt, khaki trousers,
cover. Color guard uniform: white shirt, blue
trousers, etc. Move to the detachment’s position in
the line of march at 0900. Parade begins at 0930.

This year’s parade will feature a color guard
from 2/24, which will march in the number 8
position at the front of the parade, at the head of all
military color guards.

The detachment’s color guard will accompany
the detachment. In addition, the detachment’s
contingent will be accompanied by a Humvee from
2/24. Seats in the Humvee will be available for
those who want to participate in the parade but are
unable to march. Also, Quartermaster Al Kolodziej
will have seats available in the back of his El
Camino for those unable to march.

The parade will end with a ceremony at
Arlington Heights Memorial Park, which is being
renovated as a tribute to veterans. (The detachment
has donated $500 for an 8 x 8-inch memorial brick
to be installed at the park).

At the ceremony, names will be read of
approximately 200 deceased Arlington Heights-area
veterans. For the first time this year, local church
bells will toll while the names are being read.

Heustis Award

The selection committee has chosen the winner
of the 2010 Heuistis Award, given for service to the
detachment during the past year.

The winner will be announced and the award
presented at the Toys for Tots kickoff dinner Oct. 8.

Senior Vice Commandant Dick Ohman,
Paymaster Chuck Shields and Trustee Woody
Hughes were members of the selection committee.

The Heustis Award is named for PFC Charles
“Tex” Heustis and Sgt. Josephine Heustis, both
World War Il Marines who met at Camp Pendleton
and married at Camp Lejeune. “Tex” Heustis
survived the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, then
served in a scout/sniper unit attached to Adm.
Halsey’s staff and saw action on Guadalcanal and
other Pacific islands.

During the 1950s, both “Tex” and Josephine
Heustis served as commandants of the Northwest
Suburban Detachment.

The memorial plaque at the Belleau Wood
monument, placed by the detachment in May,
2009, during Marine Week in Chicago.

Belleau Wood ceremony

The detachment will conduct a memorial
ceremony at 1330 on Sunday, June 6 at the Belleau
Wood monument site at the corner of Rand and
Ballard roads in Des Plaines. All members are
urged to attend.

The ceremony marks the 92™ anniversary of the
start of the Marine offensive which led to the
eventual capture of one square mile of woodland 40
miles from Paris known as Belleau Wood. The
battle contributed significantly to the Allied victory
over the Central Powers in World War |, and is
generally credited with saving Paris from German
capture.

Guests at the ceremony will include Des Plaines
Mayor Marty Moylan and Maine Township
Highway Supervisor Robert Provenzano, who will
be honored for their support of the Marine Belleau
Wood memorial project.

Tentative schedule calls for the presentation of
colors by the detachment color guard, followed by
remarks from the commandant outlining the
significance of Belleau Wood in Marine Corps
history. A memorial wreath will be placed by Mrs.
Nancy Rundle of Long Grove, whose father, a
decorated World War | Marine, fought at Belleau
Wood. The program will conclude with a closing
prayer and taps.

Lunch will follow at the Des Plaines Elks Club.
The detachment will pick up the tab for the special
guests. All other attendees will pay for their own
lunch.

Uniform of the day: red shirts, khaki trousers,
covers. John Colas is coordinating the event. He
asks that attendees arrive by 1230 to allow time for
rehearsal.




New member

Leonard Zaehler of Prospect Heights was sworn
in as a member of the detachment at the May 19
regular meeting.

He is a World War 1l Air Wing Marine who
served in MAG 12 from July 1943 to November
1945 in New Caledonia, the Marshall Islands, the
Admiralty Islands, Peleliu and the Philippines.
Welcome aboard!

Fourth of July parade

The detachment will march in the Arlington
Heights Fourth of July parade, which will take place
on Monday, July 5. Meet at the Arlington Heights
American Legion at 0830. Details to follow.

Annual picnic

The detachment’s annual picnic will take place
from 1100 to 1600 Saturday Aug. 7 at AMVETS,
McHenry Road, Wheeling. Enjoy burgers, brats,
beer and camaraderie. There will be a 50/50 raffle.
Friends and neighbors invited. No charge.

Dick Ohman is in charge of arrangements for
food. Dick Whitney and Trustee Woody Hughes are
in charge of other arrangements.

VA hospital visits

Chaplain George Westwood, with Jim Murray
and Conrad Pawlowski visited Marine Corps and
other service veterans at the Great Lakes VA
Hospital April 13.

“They seemed to be glad just to see us,” said
Westwood, who hopes detachment members will be
able to make hospital visits several times a month.
This would continue a long tradition of VA Hospital
visits coordinated by the late Sam Tzakis, former
detachment chaplain, who died in March. If you’re
interested in making hospital visits, contact George
Westwood.

Toys for Tots kickoff

Plans are going forward for the 2010 Toys for
Tots campaign kickoff dinner, scheduled for Friday,
Oct. 8, at Manzo’s, Des Plaines.

Senior Vice Commandant Dick Ohman, who is
coordinating arrangements, has asked detachnment
members to solicit raffle prizes for the dinner.

“I can’t emphasize enough how important it is
for you gents to scrounge up prizes for the dinner,”
he said. “Other than that, the band is set and we’re
ready to go.”

Vietnam remembered

The detachment was well-represented at
“Remembering Vietnam,” a luncheon program
conducted by the Chicago Area Chapter of the 1°
Marine Division Association March 27 at
Wellington of Arlington.

The event marked the 35" anniversary of the
final withdrawal of American armed forces from
Vietnam in 1975 “after 12 very hard years of
fighting, political unrest never before seen in this
country, and a horrific death and
property toll.” The Marine Corps accounted for
more than 50 percent of all KIA and WIA in
Vietnam.

From 1962 through 1975, Marine Corps losses in
Vietnam totaled 12,926 dead and 88,594 wounded,
noted Mike Roche, president of the Chicago Area
Chapter of the 1% Marine Division.

“To win the war in the field and lose it in
Washington damn near kicked the guts out of the
Marine Corps,” he said.

Principal speaker at the event was Maj. Matthew
Tracy, commanding officer of Marine Corps
Recruiting Station Chicago. Maj. Tracy explained
that the orthodox view of America’s involvement in
Vietnam as unjust and wrongheaded is starting to be
questioned in some quarters by historians and
academics who feel the American cause was noble,
even if poorly executed. Maj. Tracy singled out
three recent books exemplifying this point of view:
Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965
by Mark Moyar; A Better War: The Unexamined
Victories and Final Tragedyof Amer i ca’ s
Years in Vietnam by Lewis Sorley; and Vietnam:
The Necessary War: A Reinterpretation of
America’ s
Michael Lind.

Recruiting aid

The detachment has produced a brochure describing
its activities, and the Marine Corps League in general, to
be used mainly as a tool in recruiting new members.

It lists qualifications for membership, and detachment
activities such as the Toys for Tots program, fundraisers
to help wounded Marines, the Eagle Scout program and
visits to veterans at Great Lakes Naval Hospital. It
includes an application for membership.

The new brochure is more effective as a handout to
prospective members than a Marine Corps League
business card, said Commandant Bob Sturlini.

Five hundred brochures have been printed. Copies
can be obtained from detachment officers.
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Eagle Scout program Continued from page 1

a K-Bar knife.

The new Eagle uses the K-Bar in a ritual similar to
the cake-cutting ceremonies at Marine Corps birthday
celebrations each Nov. 10. He cuts a slice of cake and
hands it to the oldest Scout present, who takes a bite and
passes the slice to the youngest Scout present, who also
takes a bite. This symbolizes passing of Scout tradition
from the older to the younger generations.

The detachment participates in Courts of Honor only
after approval is granted by the Scout, his parents and
Scout leaders.

John McDermott Jr. is coordinator of the Eagle Scout
program, assisted by Quartermaster Al Kolodziej.

The detachment is scheduled to be represented at
these upcoming Courts of Honor:

June 13 at 1600 at Inverness Park District, 300
Highland Road, Inverness, for new Eagle Scout Zach
Zambelli, Troop 461

June 19 at 1600 at the First Presbyterian Church, 302
N. Dunton, Arlington Heights, for new Eagle Scout
Spenser Trump, Troop 32

June 26 at 1300 at Holy Family Parish Center, 2515
Palatine Road, Inverness, for new Eagle Scout Alex
Sharp, Troop 461

June 26 at 1300 at St. Theresa, 455 N. Benton Road,
Palatine, for new Eagle Scout Edward Solar, Troop 209

Details will follow for several Courts of Honor
scheduled for July.

Uniform of the day for Eagle Scout Courts of Honor
is red jacket, black trousers, white shirt, black tie and
cover OR blue jacket, grey trousers, white shirt, red tie
and cover.

The Marine Corps emphasizes support of the Boy
Scouts of America, especially by recognizing those who
have attained Scouting’s highest rank, Eagle Scout. A
significant percentage of cadets and midshipmen at the
U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. Naval Academy and
the U.S. Air Force Academy have been Eagle Scouts.

Support for the Scouting is important to the Marine
Corps League. The League’s 2010 membership directory
states: “The Marine Corps League has long regarded the
program of the Boy Scouts of America as in support of
the Preamble of the Constitution of the League. The
League supports the Boy Scouts of America as they
promote traditional family values to America’s youth.
The Marine Corps League participates in Scouting
through assistance with units, districts and councils, in
community projects, merit badge programs and special
recognition of Eagle Scouts.”

At a May 2 Court of Honor, new Eagle Scout Brian H. Park of Troop 461, Inverness, is flanked by
detachment members (from left) John McDermott Jr., John McDermott Sr., Fred Foy and Chuck Shields.



LOOKING AHEAD

May 29 & 30, flag donation days, Rolling Meadows Wall-Mart

May 30, Eagle Scout Court of Honor, First Presbyterian Church, Arlington Heights

May 31, Arlington Heights Memorial Day parade

June 6, Belleau Wood memorial ceremony, Des Plaines

June 7, Detachment staff meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion

June 12, Flag donation day, Palatine Wall-Mart

June 13, Eagle Scout Court of Honor, Inverness Park District

June 16, Detachment regular meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion,
election of new officers

June 19, Eagle Scout Court of Honor, First Presbyterian Church, Arlington Heights

June 26, Eagle Scout Court of Honor, Holy Family Parish Center, Inverness

June 26, Eagle Scout Court of Honor, St. Theresa, Palatine

July 3, Flag donation day, Elk Grove Village Wall-Mart

July 5, Arlington Heights 4™ of July parade (Detachment staff meeting cancelled)

July 21, Detachment regular meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion,
installation of new officers

Aug. 2, Detachment staff meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion

Aug. 7, Annual picnic, Wheeling AMVETS

Aug. 18, Detachment regular meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion

Sept. 6, Detachment staff meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion

Sept. 15, Detachment regular meeting, Arlington Heights American Legion

Oct. 8, Toys for Tots kickoff dinner, Manzo’s, Des Plaines
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

P.O. BOX 983

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006-0983

www.theillinoismarine.com



